Zadok Rules – Hallelujah! - Programme Notes
Zadok Rules – Hallelujah! (2013) is a rousing celebratory anthem, specially written by acclaimed British choral composer Alexander L’Estrange to mark the 60th anniversary of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. Inspired by the works of G. F. Handel, the text traces all of the English monarchs, from William the Conqueror to the present day, as well as interweaving well-known pieces such as Zadok the Priest and the Hallelujah Chorus. Fun, tuneful and well-crafted, this choral work showcases all the hallmarks of L’Estrange’s musical style and is an ideal choice for school, community and SATB choirs alike.
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Start with the NORMANS: Willie, Willie, Henry, Stee,
Henry Two was a PLANTAGENET, Dick, John, Henry Three; 

One and two and three King Edwards; next came Richard Two. 

LANCASTER was next with Henrys Four, Five, Six ... then who? 

(Nearly time for Hen-e-ry the Eighth,
But there’s still half a century to wait!) 

YORK: Two more Edwards, then along came Dick the Bad, (buried in a car park!)

TUDOR: Henrys Sev’n and Eight … Then (briefly) Ned the Lad.
Bloody Mary and Queen Bessie ... Then came Scottish Jim,
STUART Charles the First was next, but ... they beheaded him! 

Charlie the Second; brother Jim was soon thrown out,
Bill and Mary reigned together ... Poor Queen Anne had gout. 

When Britain first at Heav’n’s command Arose from out the azure main,
Arose, arose, arose from out the azure main, This was the charter, the charter of the land, And guardian angels sang this strain: 

Rule, Britannia! Britannia, rule the waves: Britons never, never, never will be slaves. (x 2) 

HANOVER Georges, One, Two, Three and Four, 

Willie Four then Queen Victoria ruled for evermore (Or so it seemed ...) 

Eddie, George the Fifth (now WINDSOR), Edward, George again, 

Queen Elizabeth the Second ... long may she reign! 

God save our gracious Queen, Long live our noble Queen, God save the Queen!
Send her victorious, Happy and glorious, Long to reign over us, God save the Queen! 

After Queen Lizzie, one imagines we’ll arrive 
at Charlie Three, then William (he’ll be number five!) 

George Fred’rick Handel, George Fred’rick Handel,
Your famous melodies inspired this royal piece.
Water Music, Oratorios, The Royal Fireworks Music,
The Queen of Sheba, Over forty operas, Messiah, Coronation, Coronation Anthems: 

Zadok the Priest and Nathan the Prophet anointed Solomon King. 

And all the people rejoiced, rejoiced, rejoiced, rejoiced and said: 

Hallelujah!

God save the King! Long live the King, God save the King!
May the King live for ever, Amen, Amen, Allelujah, Allelujah, 

Amen, Allelujah.Amen, Allelujah.
